
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 22, 2022

Alberta Students applaud the Government of Alberta for supporting low-income learners with $15 Million in grant
funding.

The grant, given by the Alberta at Work initiative, is intended to increase access to Post-Secondary in Alberta for those who

are limited by finances. 1000 bursaries valued at $5000 each will be granted to qualifying students over three years,

beginning in the 22/23 academic year. New Beginnings is a much-needed stepping stone for those looking to educate

themselves. ASEC believes that education is the pathway to Alberta's economic recovery, lowering the cost of entry

empowers Albertans to recover along with our Province.

"As students are increasingly becoming burdened by the rising cost of living, this investment in accessibility is
appreciated and well-timed. This funding will empower students, providing opportunities for those who would have
normally missed out. We look forward to further collaborating with the Government to ensure affordable education
is available to all students coming through the post-secondary system of Alberta."
Savannah Snow
Chair, Alberta Students’ Executive Council

To qualify for the New Beginnings bursary, students must be enrolled in programs providing education in the Government of

Alberta’s key economic sectors outlined in Alberta’s Recovery Plan. Programs include energy, agriculture, forestry, tourism,

culture, technology, aerospace and aviation, finance, and fintech. While this additional grant funding is needed and

appreciated, the financial burden of post-secondary education in Alberta continues to rise. Tuition costs continue to spike

for all students and further additional support is needed for Alberta students' success.

“We are delighted to learn of new grants for low-income learners. The funding announced today will undoubtedly go
a long way in supporting students who need financial aid the most. This funding is a needed step on the path of
accessible education with more work still to be done for non-traditional students..”
Dhruv Jani
Director of External Affairs, Students’ Association of Bow Valley College

ASEC represents more than 110,000 college, polytechnic, and university students from 17 members across Alberta and

looks forward to working with all orders of government to continue advancing quality education, student affordability, and

postsecondary accessibility.
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