
For Immediate Release: December 9, 2021

Alberta Students Call for Sustainable Post-Secondary Funding.

In response to the Minister’s tweet on December 7, 2021, and to the media release made by the Council of
Alberta University Students (CAUS) and the Confederation of Alberta Faculty Associations (CAFA) on
December 8, 2021, the Alberta Students’ Executive Council (ASEC) calls for a de-politicized, pragmatic
approach to advanced education in Alberta.

For far too long, the political discourse surrounding Alberta’s post-secondary sector has been polarized and
focused on anything but the students of the province. The comments made over the past few days continue
to drive a wedge between public policy and what is needed for student success. What the Minister, CAUS,
and CAFA fail to mention is the incredible return on investment for all post-secondary education. A return
on investment that benefits all Albertans. An investment that is required to fulfil the promise to Alberta’s
students and efforts towards reconciliation. To instead point out the differences in funding per student
without discussing the cultural, historic, and community impacts of Alberta’s colleges, polytechnics, and
universities is disingenuous and fails to realize the larger picture. Albertans deserve better.

ASEC has for years called for transparent, sustainable post-secondary funding tied to inflation and
enrolment growth. We predict that by 2023 there will be a $600 million deficit in funding, meaning that
Alberta’s post-secondary institutions will not be prepared for the impending spike in enrolment, delaying
Alberta’s economic recovery and harming Alberta’s families.

Now is the time to focus on future-proofing Alberta’s advanced education sector through sustainable
long-term investments in post-secondary education. ASEC calls on the Government of Alberta to increase
post-secondary operational funding by a minimum of $98 million in the 2022 academic year and by a
minimum of $288 million in the 2023 academic year. Anything less is setting Alberta’s students up for
failure.

ASEC exists to support post-secondary student leaders by providing advocacy, networking, and professional
development. We represent over 110,000 students from 17 university, college, and polytechnic students’
associations. We work with all orders of government and call upon them to invest in Alberta’s future through
post-secondary education.
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