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ASEC ADVOCACY WEEK 2019

At 8:50 PM on November 29th, the final event of the 2019 ASEC
Advocacy Week drew to a close. This year 30 students from Alberta,
B.C., and Saskatchewan met in Edmonton to elevate the priorities of the
student movement.
Student leaders identified Open Educational Resources, Post-Secondary
Transfers, On-Campus Mental Health Supports, and Institutional Funding
Transparency as the critical issues facing students right now. We took
this message to the Legislature, speaking with the Speaker, three
ministers, ten other MLAs, and a handful of community groups.
Never before have I witnessed such a professional, cohesive group. It is
safe to say that the Government has heard our message loud and clear.
Only time will tell, but it certainly felt as if the 2019 Advocacy Week was
a defining moment for the future of ASEC.
To all those who participated this year, hold your head very high, you
represented your students perfectly.

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH

ASEC student leaders were part of a cross-ministerial announcement
alongside Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions Jason Luan
and Minister of Advanced Education Demetrios Nicolaides. ASEC is
extremely happy to announce that the Government of Alberta is
investing $22 million to deliver mental health supports for postsecondary students!
The support comes in the form of access to 24/7 text, call, or chat crisis
supports by professional counselors, supported by United Way’s 211
service, Kids Help Phone, Healthlink/811, among other services.
These services will be immediate and will provide much needed access to
mental health professionals for all Alberta Students.
ASEC is greatly in support of this initiative, and thanks both Associate
Minister Luan and Minister Nicolaides for their commitment to student
services.

“Student leaders … have made it
clear to me and to our government
that mental health and supporting
mental health services on
campuses must be a priority”
- Advanced Education Minister Demetrios
Nicolaides

WESTERN CANADIAN ADVOCACY
It is with great optimism that the ASEC home office announces that on
Friday, November 29th student leaders and staff from the Saskatchewan
Students’ Council (SSC), the British Columbia Federation of Students
(BCFS), and the Alberta Students’ Executive Council (ASEC) met in
Edmonton to discuss Western Canadian Student Advocacy.
All three organizations expressed interest in the development of a federal
advocacy campaign that specifically addressed the issues facing Western
Canadian students. Moving forward, the priorities will be sharing
organizational structures, ongoing information sharing, and the
development of a proposal for the governing boards of each organization.
ASEC student leaders can expect to see updates on the ongoing
information sharing, and ultimately the proposal for the formalization of
the group moving forward!

LEADER OF THE MONTH

It is with great pride that home office introduces ASEC's Leader of the
Month for November 2019: Lindsey Comeau!
Lindsey has been instrumental in the transformation of ASEC, writing
bylaws, running for the board, and most recently, bringing our budget
concerns directly to the Minister of Finance.
The life of a student association President can be exhausting. However,
watching Lindsey as she conquers her challenges, you would never know.
To all of ASEC's membership, please join me in appreciating Lindsey for
all that she has done for our organization.

"I have been to three Advocacy
Weeks now and this one was
easily the best."
- Lindsey Comeau, Students' Association of
Grande Prarie President

